Mathematics Council

NEWSLETTER

The Alberta Teachers’ Association

ISSN 0823-1117

Volume 2 Number2 November 1983

|BRARY
: . AYENUE
1116Y § ”;E;'(A TSK oLz

From the Editor... e 3
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As we move into the 1980's, it is likely time that we who
have as our main responsibility the teaching of mathematics to chil-
dren take a serious look at the areas of concern and where emphasis
should be placed.

The M,C.T.M, has aiven these matters a creat deal of
study, and has come up with some srecific recomrmendations:

THAT (1) problem solvina he the focus of school math-
ematics in the 1980's;

(2) basic skills in mathematics be definéd to
encompass more than computational facilitv;

(3) mathematics proagrams take full advantaae of
the power of calculators and computers at all
grade levels:

(4) stringent standards of hcth effectiveness and
efficiencvy be applied to the teaching of
mathematics;

(5) the success of mathematics proarams and student
learning be evaluated bv a wider ranae of
measures than conventional testina;

(6) more mathematics study be reaquired for all
students, and a flexible curriculum with a
greater range of onrtions be desianed to
accommodate the diverse needs of the student
population;




(7) mathematics teachers demand of themselves
and their colleagues a high level of
professionalism;

(8) public support for mathematics instruction be
raised to a level commensurate with the
importance of mathematical understandinag to
individuals and societvy.

Obviously these recommendations throw out a challenge to
the public, the students, and to us as prcfessionals in varticular.
Are we up to this challenae? ]

What’s New?

Canada’s Consumer Price Index
A Teaching Kit
Statistics Canada, $29.95

Ready in September 19833, this packace, reviewed by
teachers in every province, nrovides up-to-date information on how
this impmortant index is calculated and how it is used hv agovernment,
business, labour, and individuals. Included are a simple text,
teachers' notes, two full-colour posters, and ten transparencies,
as well as student worksheets and an outline for a term-lona class
project.

The kit serves as a aood introduction to statistics,
including collection of data, maintenance of data aualitv, indexing
and time-series concepts.

For more information,nlease write to: Canada's Consumer
Price Index - A Teaching Kit, Business, Provincial and Municipal
Relations, 10th Floor, R.H. Coats Building, Tunney's Pasture,
Ottawa, Ontario KI1A OT6.
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Something to Think About

Have you thought about joining the N.C.T.M.? The N.C.T.M.
publications the Arithmetic Teacher and the Mathematics Teacher are
two of the best current publications for teachers of mathematics,
They are always full of interesting ideas and articles which can
help you in working with the students. The N.C.T.M. also has numer-
ous other publications which are available at reduced costs to
members.

If vou do not feel prerared to become an active member,
try to encourage yvour school administrator to take out an _
institutional membership in" order that these macdazines can bhe macde
available in the school librarv.

The Arithmetic Teacher (TSSN N0004-136¥%), an o“ficial
journal of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, is
published monthly, September throuah Mav, at 1906 PAssociation Drive,
Reston, VA 22091. Dues for individual membership in the Council
are $30.00 ($15.00 for students). For an additional $10.00 ($5.00
for students), an individual member can also receive the Mathematics

Teacher, the other official journal of the Council. The institutionral

membership rate for one journal is $36.00. For mailina outside the
United States, add $5.00 for the first journal per memhership and
$2.50 for each additional one. Life and retired membership infocrma-
tion is available from the N.C.T.M, Headguarters Office. Dues
svpport the development, coordination, anc deliverv of Council
services, including $10.00 for each Arithmetic Teacher and Math-
ematics Teacher subscription, and $2.00 for an N.C.,T.M., News

Bulletin subscription.

Modern Math “Daffynitions”

Arrav: Christmas vacation.

Closure: The last dav of school.
Rational Mumber: A four-dav week.
Infinite number: Children in vour class.

Commutative: Block Partv.




PROBLEM CORNER

The calendar can serve as a source of a varietv of
interesting activities to reinforce the mathematical skills for
operating with whole numbers.

One such activity might be having small orouns find the
answer to the followinag problems. Arrange for each aroup to put
their answers on the board. When answers differ, have each group
go back and check their work.

A, What is the sum of numbers represented bhv
the numbers in each Sunday of Januarv?
February? ... December?

B Find the sum of all the first Saturdavs in

each month.

Ce What is the sum of numhers represented by
the following holidavs: New Year's Day,
St.Valentine's Day, Easter, Mother's Dav,
Father's Day, and Canada lay?

D. Add all the numbers in a particular month,
and then subtract the holidays. Example:
after adding the davs in Februaryv, subtract
Groundhoa Day and St. Valentine's Dav. a



