
TEACHERS' INTRODUCTION 

THE REAL NUMBER SYSTEM 

No attempt is made to present a rigorous development of the real 

number system, for this is the role of college mathematics. The main 

purpose of these activities is to simply help the student develop a 

feeling for the existence of irrational numbers, the real number system 

and some of their applications on the basis of the mathematics he has 

learned thus far. 

The teacher should be aware that not all students are to be 

expected to complete all activities. These activities will vary in 

difficulty and interest depending on the individual student. When a 

choice of activities is to be made, it is hoped the student can make 

an intelligent decision. If not, he should seek teacher assistance and 

guidance. 
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