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. Thirty-Four Years and Counting .

Lois Marchand

SINCE RECEIVING THE
Mathematics Educator of the Year
Award in 1989, I have experienced a
career change. In 1991, I became the
staffing officer with the Calgary
Board of Education. My major area
of responsibility has been to oversee
the recruitment and selection of
teachers from K to 12. Finding the
“best” teacher is challenging and
rcwarding, as tcnching continues to |
be 4 complex erideavor.

Given that I spent m{my years
working as a specialist in the mathe-
matics area, my work in human -
resources has-allowed me to examine
the qualifications of preservice teach-
ers who declare mathematics as their
subject arca specialty. I regret to say
that it is rare to sce a file from an
elementary appllcant who has more
than a couple methods courses in
mathematics and an expressed inter-
est in the subject. When reviewing
the resumes fer secondary mathe-
matics teachers, it is also unusual to
find someone who has lmmersed
himself or herselfin the dlSClplll‘le
The academic preparation is just not
there in the majority of cases.

The mdve towdrd the notién that
if pcople have a “solid feundation in

teaching and
learning”
everything else
will take care
of itself sug-
gests that a
teacher is a
teacher is a
teacher. |
strongly believe that the study of
general principles of teaching and
learning is insufficient for teachers of
mathemdtics because it does not
include consideration of the nature
of mathematics and of current
research-on children’s mathematical
thinking and its implications for
instruction. The NCTM' Professional
Standards for Teaching Mathematics
states: “It is time we pay cqual
attention to the dlsuplme innova-
tive currieular materials and what we
know about teaching and learning.”

In discussions with human
resources personnel from across
Canada, they too identify a shortage
of young people preparing them-
selves fer teaching mathematics. We
must somehow find ways to €ncour-
age young people in their endeavors
to study mathematics if we are to
ensure school mathematics leaders
for the future.
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