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I HAVE BEEN INVOLVED WITH 
MCATA for a number of years. The 
p1ain reason I have' beeri involved all 
these years is tQe camaraderi_e of the· 
people I have had t_he pl�asure to 
worl� with., They are and h�ve been a_ 

. great bu nth to, work and socialize 
with .. Many of these friendships will 

· ' , '.' car,ry, on.long after I 
ain forced· off the exec
utive due to hearing 
problems. The other 
,reason is that.I f�el 
MCATA has ·an· 
increasingly imp��t�nt 
mle' to pl�y in 
mathematics 

,: �d�cation in Alberta. 
. During the years,· 

. . . MCATA has been 
known as, a strong organi'zation, 
e�pecially in the are� of publications. 
With John Percevault as editor-in-· 
c.hief,' we were hot givt;ri any choice· 

. as to �hen articles wen:: re·quired. He 
, 'let_us·know in �s many words as 
.possible. I'will remember John for 

· his dedication, hard work ·and frank
ness. 'When John and Art Jorg�nsen 
got together,. with the appropriate 
spirits

1 
it was inforrnative to sit and .fistery to the his'tory o( mathematics 

education in Alberta. 
'MCATA'.s ,focus has �ei:t�inly , · 

changed,ih the .years I have been. : 
involved. Initially, we wquld put out 
a few publicatiohs, have a couple 
meetiI�gs and plan our. a1\nu�l 
conference. Recently, it has becotne 
evidenJ that: we h'ave to be more 
invol_ve� pblitic�lly with curriculun.1, 
assessment ·and an increasep focus. 

·on inservice opportuqities for 
teachers. l believe M�ATA can play 
an important anq influential role in 
the areas of curriculum and inservice 
sessions. We ·have t�k�n the first few 
steps but have to co11tinue to n�ake 
ot.ir presence f<=;lt. 

Exei:utive mi::rnoers work hard 
when tasks are to be done and at 
tim_es haye been kno,vn to play h�rd. 
I recall Gary Hill .driving a va11 down 
the sidewalks of Edmonton whel'1 the 
roads appeared too narrow. Another 

'story ,has.it that Bob.Michie wili. 
never a cowboy·m�ke. One eyening, 
he wanted off the chuck wagon 
because he was getting diz�y. The 
only problem was tha't the chlick 
wagon didn't have any horses 
altach.ed to it. The wagon was in a 
bar in Letrbridge. , , · 

We are ,very fo
0

rtunate that Joan 
Worth does not get to look at our, 
books. In her day, any mo1�ey in the 
bank had to b� spent on pr?jects or 
other activities. We coukfbe very 
busy with projects and finding 
activities to (und. 

I would ·,1ot hesitate to spend 
another few

1 
y�ars on MCAtA. It has 

been very' re\'yarding for me, and I 
oelieve we- have had some i1npact on 
the math,eduqtors of this province .. 
We do,,ho\vever,,have a need for 
"new blood" to keep'the old-timers 
on task and ptovide the extra effort 
ne,eded to increase our vi_sibility. 
in toe direction.math education 
is headed. 
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