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T HROU�H THE' YEARS, THE 
annual conference has been 
con·sidered a major activity. and 
service to members .. 

Most, mee�ings have be�n held in 
Edmonton, Calgary, Red Deet and 
recently ½eth�ridg·e. There have been 
three exceptions, One was the 1992 
conference'.helq in Medicine Hat. 
A.not .h�r was the 197 4 conference at 
-Jasper Park Lodge, with buses 
prganiied from Edmonton and 
Calgary. The other was the l 965 

. confe_rence held in V�ncouver, .B.C.! 
In Feb'ruary 1965, the e}l:ecutive 
suggested holding the ineet,ing in 
conjunction with the 

NCTM Sum1:1er Meeting in 
Vancouver but felt' a survey of the 
mem_bers was, needed, T,h us a post
card was enclosed in the Mathematics 

,Council Newsletter mailed to all mem
bers. One hundred and twenty-five 
me�be.rs respon�ed: �5 approv�d of 
holdmg the meeting in Vancouver 
but would not be attending; 30 
approved and would be attendihg; 
10 preferred another location: The 
executive decided to hold the meet
ing. ln Vancouver and made the 

'' 
' 

necess_ary arrangements, Attendance 
at the anriu:;11 general meeting was 
noted as 22 members plus the 
executive ... 

From 1961 to } 96q, a�nual 
conferences were held in the sum
mer, ex�ept in 1963. Th.at yeir, a 
Mathematics Council-Science 
Council joint conference was held at 

the University of Alberta, Calgary 
, Branch (as 'it was 
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then known), on the Thursday 
and Friday of Easter week. Beginning 
in 1967, annual conferences were 
held during the scho9I year, in the 
early fall. 

Until 1968, the executive essens 
tialfy planned all conferences. In 
1968, a planning committee was 
established, although the executive 
still made many decisions regarding 
fees, locations and so on. 

For the last number of years, a 
conference chair from the designated 
site is chosen at least two years in 
advance. This person assumes prima
ry responsibility for putting together 
the various committees required to , 
put on a successful conference. The 
chair attends executive meetings to 
report on progress. Executive mem
bers are expected to take an active 
part in each 
conference as 
presenters or 
presiders. 
Naturally, the 
confere\1ce pro
gram committee 
has the major 
responsibility in 
putting together a 
program that will 
appeal to 
participants. 

In 1966, 1973, 

1979, 1986, 1990, 

and 1994, the 
annual conference 
took the form of 
NCTM Regional 

I, 

conferences. These conferences are 
cosponsored by MCATA and 
NCTM. Historically, they have been 
popular with participants; who have 
attended in large numbers. These 
conferences have alternated between 
Edmonton and Calgary. The 1998 

Regional conference will be held 
in Calgary. 

Prior to 1985, the conferences 
opened on a Friday night with the 
keynote speaker and some sort of 
reception; sessions were held all day 
Saturday. In 1985, th� conferences 
were ,lengthened by one day, and 
opened Thursday evening with 
sessions held all day Friday and 
Saturday, with a major'social event 
scheduled on Friday night. However, 
because of the difficulty of teachers 
g�tting away from their schools on 

Thursday and 
Friday, a move is 
now �eing mad.e 
to have future 
conferences run 
from Friday 
evening until 
Sunday afternoon. 

A highlight of 
the most recent 
conferences has 
been the short 
sessions, which 
were initiated by 

, Diane Congdon, 
chair of the 
Medicine Hat 
conference in 
1992. 

29 

G. W. Leibniz 

perfects binary 

system of. notation 

that eventually will 

be used by all 

computers. 



30 

Isaac 
�ewtOt) 
publishes, 
.fhilosophiae 
Natura/is 
Principia 

Mathematica, ,his 
first presentation 
of c�lculus ,. 
'(principles' 

· �eveloped jn 1656). 
Newton and Leibniz 

• are coinventors of 
· calculus. 

'· 

Jacques Ozanam 
publishes 
Recreations 
�athematiques et 
physique6, the 
precursor; of , . 
number-game books 
fqr'the next 200 

, years. , '., 
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ple''stiU comment ,dn tts .success· and unusual format.· It 
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,,. ; ,;Medic,ine Ha,t).>ffei::�d limited' confe:rence{aci)ities and , its out-of-th'e-. · •( "W{}y,lopid,.oh pres'.agecl a.11f>prly �herded ev�nt. (SomeoneJrorn 
;� E�n\o'�ton. 'Yondered. wny MCATA:was ,holding its··anriuc\,I cbnference' · 
, ,·in -��skatcpewai;i�);Qne tfioughtful ��cufo_,�· m:�mber �uggested that 
, :- "br��J?�g _e�ep.";�a�'�z!�uda�le goal. pre�din� a w6tst-c�s�, scenar io, 
. _we l�ept:�osts'low by calling m favor� from. fnenqs and colleagues to 

', ,P�?Yi�� ,ffef:1;�<.>�. 9;, �tr only; }a,vishJxeen;e �as (µe cli-ty go?lets)�iven 
. ·t9,r�gistrants;1�na. eve,n· ,tho,s� were.of greater-va\4� than cost: · '. 

! l, ... · ,w �:> ;,,•,;_-; --
�1- •  .I• ";J;-'x , "l,  •l y)· ._._ ,  .,>

;(, , I. \ \ •• • '-;; '.··T�.� • h_lghHg�t�_�lmo§t.:��sas!er of -�he t?�fe_rense, was· th_e Math Fair. 
The. 1dea;,o( 2,5°s1multaneous, ,optm-area sess;on:s made the best use of 
,H;tnited \s.pace',c:. najnel:x, 9n.e :Iarge ·ballroorn. I( was the·'fair' th�t gave rise 

, · to.the;conference's �ri-,edieval�theine: "Math Fare/' This theme 
.:. co�tin�ed, th{oug�- to'Jh�:�J�\�l events; Mea<l; and_ Greet, Aftermath 

'·ct J : ' C ' ; F , ,. ' , ' ·." ' ., ,.,, .. , . ·, . ; . . an . , ou�t-ior. un., ., ' i, . i ., ' ' ! �-- •' . 

, . , ; '-: ,:'iW,9 }Y#�1<$ l5ef o�� th� .�ohf1re�ce, tr_e. fair sp�a�e,� Ust was seriously" . 
· ; , 4{lclerfilfrq,_. an<:J:.we yv'.er�'pamc}<:ing .. We �sed the. hst,of early 
· : ';fogi§tra,ht,s' <o ntaL<t'ho,urs _ of, lo,ng.1d}stance ,c;�lls' to,,plead fo{,volun��ers. 

} ' ' ''<i h -,· ,,· . 't,'f;· 4 ·i< t $ :;:-,. . 
") 1<' • �l . 

.. ;,.gµp-�u!etf�.t:,�ng9�}�� ':Yh.?··to co�t'ac� w:c\� simple_: regis_trantsj>urchas-
111g d:1.t)l}��}h�at;e tfckets. !,¼re fµn-lovmg· people who \-\(ill agree to ., -. 

_.;pr�s?�t ll;l�t;mih�teJ�s,�,i�ms. (��Hhey �esp�n�e1·wel} to plea'�ing ;md 
. 1' lf_1bery) ,Th7 �air was ,a -sma�_hmg,�uc;,c��s, an,d the; ';o�mat ,has ?�en . 

. <_ �¢pe�Wd\at,9.the_r �§A'fA·.c9n.f�rence� and a teachers c�vent1pn.' 
' ' A%·n:1¢di_eyap fe�st i.tnfft,heafric�rperforinance'also p,ort�nded disaster. 

,'W_e
f

tl,e-�ct�a,somr· l.\{a���.ue to th;e t�rthy �€lt�re _of the .scrirt•but l ' 

'?;·1n�ve.tP��d1ct�d t_tllzfil�e,alarms. �- (r�strated ��tors.froze In place,. 
: -;�giqarr�ss·t!�cl _hot�!,}iillP,lqye�s�applogized (o,�, misc,hievous, cn_ildr�n 

r,o�-���!(t� .. t�alllaYfr:·,9,e!Y f ro,<?Fful,.?f educators "":o,ul_� be _ so ·: . , _, 
, �syp:1n�tn,,e�10.:,(Later ,9fs,.sµggested:·1vfaJ1lty a!arr:n 11:1 -�he'kitchen was , 
. -t._h'e t:rue_-culnr.if , '. · ._ , ... , "' ,:,. __ .. -, · · •"'· ,,_ t, ,.-1, • _.;,,, ·_. • • 
:' ;.;,: __ ); ·-. ·•u., ,• '' JJ,-;;..... - .''\.:�·\-j•�,t;�.;'l;,"·',::'.f•\-?- .- • �> _.' · -...J. \ .. --� ,,1W1tli,.the''c9nfe.rence·over;'J:ontente<;l reg1strants,.htaded out along, 

· -� th.e bap:en)fr'ans�G�nada, Hjihway. Th� planntQ.g tomrhltte.e, w,itb its 
..-__ :f�n,autfarst�tent��('b��1ce<l' in a. rosy glo)Y/We,'. briefly' consjd�red ... > 
, . 

,
;sefvj�gJl' ''o/�Ini d'is� pf c��w._to_ t�9.se ·sc,eptifs )Vp9'_ha?. f9fetold·,faJlure,_ 

.but .. we''.wer" nwill· ',,o,take thefirst•bite .. ,;'y'< ,, ' , ':• ' . 
. '' ,,,'" ·'-,,\� .:,·,;•t:·,�--:'·� ' J,i\' ,\ ': ,' .. 
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Conference �chedule 

1961 August 16-19 Edmonton 
1962 July 11-13 Edmonton 
1963 April 18-19 Calgary - joint Math/Science 
1964 Juiy 8 Red Deer 
1965 August 27 Vancouver 
1966* At1gu�t 25-27 Calgary 
1967 September 15-16 Red Deer 
1968 October 4-5 Red Deer 
1969 September 26-27 Edmonton 
1970 September-25-26 Calgary 
1971 October 1-2 Calgary 
1972 September 29-30 Red.Deer 
1973* · October 4'-6 Edmonton ' 

.. 

1974 October 25-26 Jasper Park Loc;lge 
1975 October 3-4 Calgary 
1976 October 1-2 ·Red Deer 

< , .. : 

1977 October 14-15 Red Deer 
1978 October 13-14 Red Deer', 
1979*' October 11-13 Calgary 
1980 November 7-8 Red Deer 
1981 October: 16- � 7 Leth bridge 
1982 Octobe·r 22-23 Edmonton 
1983 October 28-29 Calgary 

) 

1984 ·. October 26-2 7. Red.Deer 
1985 October 24-26 Leth bridge 

. 198,6* · October 16.'... 18 Edmontof\ 
1987 October 22-24 C�lgary 
1988 November 3-5 Edinonton 
1989 November 2-;4 Lethbridg� 
i990* October 25-27 Calgary 
1991 October 31-November 2 · Edmonton 
1992 November 5-7 Medicine Hat 
1993. October 28-30 Calgary 
1994* October 20-22 Edmonton 
1995 September 29-30 Letl',lbridge_ 
*NCTM Meeting 
.. ' .......................... ' ........ �· ' ........ '.' ............. ' .... ' ....... '.' .................. '' ..... ' ...... ' ........ •.• ............ ' ...................... ' ......... ' ..... ' ....... ' .. . ' 
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31 

Leonhard Euler 
publishes 
Introduction to 

Infinitesimal 
Analysis, called the 
foremost 
mathematical 
textbook of modern 
times. 

The Ecole 
Polytechnique is 
·established, with 
great French 
mathematicians 
among its 
teachers. 
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