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Mi n•i-Conf er enc es ' ' 

IN 1976, THE EXECUTIVE BEGAN Grande Prairie, Medicine Hat and 
to encourag� 111ini-conferences as a Lethbridge. 
service to members, particularly· . Mini-conferences and resource 
outside the Calgary-Red Deer- fairs are planned around emergent 
Edmo,nton ajeas. The �riginal idea needs in any area of the province. 
was to use the model of the Metric Speakers c;over topics fi;9m ECS to 
Missionaries,_ that is, to send spe'ak- the postsecondc1ry leyel and include 
ers or consultants to places, on representatives from Alberta . 
requ�st. In the late l 970� and early Education, 'the University of Calgary, 
1980s, several mini-Conferences were the Un_iversity. of Alberta and count­
conducte?, although the i'nflormation . less schools throughou� the province: 
in the mini.1tes lacks details . In · An eclectic• array of foci '(math 
1988, the executive recommended talk!) within the learn.ing, teaching 
the preparation of a mini-conference and assessing of mathematics have . 

, book,let to assist those interest�d in been explored. Teachers ·have been 
making a requc�t. . _ encouraged to reflect on their beliefs 

Because of these and other eff�rts, and values and, through cooperative 
mini-conferences; as another' success-. work with colleagues, shape,'mold 
ful dimension of MCATA's profes- and develop new u·nderstandings in 
sional developrnent activities, have' mathematics and mathematics 
been �n increasingly ,strong force in 'education. 
the 1990s. ·Approximately 700 The regenerative s�hools of the 
teachers annually attend the many 21st century require all members of 
excellent mini-conference sessions the learning comrnunity to improve 
provided at vari_ous locations continuo�sly. The minkonference , 
provfncewide_; Edmonton and . · structure supports and promotes 
· Calga'ry arc· the most popular cen- mathematics teachers in their role as 
tres; however, otpers have included such reflective·pra!=titioners . 
............................................................................ : ............................ , ......... ' ............. : ....................................................... . 
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IN THE MID-1970s, s·ooi'Hs �No 
displays at teachers' conventions 
bega1i as a service to inembers and 

and publications from both organiza­
tions. Judging from comments made 
at executive meetings, these materi­
als have been of interest and benefit an attemp't :0 increase _mem,ber�h_ip. to·the teachers attending conven-

,Usually available were 111format10n · tions and the MCATA members 
on MCATA and NCTM membership · st.a(fing the booth�. 
............. , .................. : ................................................................................................................................................... · ..... . 
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English 

mathematician 
William Oughtred 
_invents the slide 
rule. He later 
intro0uces 
symbol X 

for multiplication. 

Bonaventµra 
Cavalieri conceives 
geometry of 
indivisibles. 
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