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letters as �ymbols 
for n_ur:nbers:·· , 

.' .... lhirty-four· Years and Counting ..... 

4 .. Doing field service (institutes, 
conventions) 

5. Putting on workshops an'd 
se'minars 

6. Sp.onsoring short cour�es 
· 7. Organizfog an_d supporting 

regional ·councils 
8

_. 
Doing research 

�- Making recomm'e11dations ·on 
policy, curriculum content and 
materlals, facilities, staffing, 
professional qualific;:_ttions and 
working conditions 

· ·· 10. Reporting on n�w pro
.
grams and 

The institution by The Alberta 
Teachers' Association of specialist 
cou_ncils has had considerable impact 
on education in Alberta. The publi-
c_ations, inservice· opportunities and 
conferences of specialist councils 
h.av"e been of qn unusually high stan
dard. The opportunities provided by 
councils for profes�ional iri.teraction 
and professional gro}Vth, have been a 
p9�itive o�tgrowth of the concept. 
The success of_ special is� councils 
r�sted specifically on the shoulders 
of Alber�a educators 'Vho have 
c_omme�dably met the challenge: 

continuing education oppoituni- [As of spr.ing 1995, .there were 23 
ties offere9 by outside sources . specialist councils.] . 
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MCATA's: form· · ton· an· 
· ; · ·. · · I Coh erence 
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THE FIRST MEETING. OF
0 

THE·. 
provisional executive of MCATA . 
was held on October 29, I 960. 
Present ai the meeting were 
'f. F. Reiger (thair);· L. D. Nelson, 
S. E. L. P01lock,. Max;Wyman, 1:felen 
Morrison ·and L. J. Scott (secretary). 

· The meeting was devoted to discus-
. sion of th� proposed constitution for 
the new council and initial plans for 
the inaugural conference. This group 
-met qgain in March and_ May 196 l 
'to finalize· the c·onstitution ·arn;l the . 
coi1fe.rence details. 

The following are, the· Report to 
Executive CountiL qn the Ina4gural 
Conference, submitted by 
T. F. Reiger and an· article fronJ the 
Edmonton Journal (August 17; 1961). 

..... lhe History of the Mathematics Council �f the Alh ..... 

Report to .f xecutive. Counci I 

The Conference was held August 16, 
17, 18, 19 in the Mathematics-Physics 
Building of the· U. of A. Sixty teachers 
registered for the Conference. 
Seventeen of these had accommodations 
in-the Un1versity residence, 

The main 'speaker was Dr. Jtilius H_. 
Hlavaty, Head of the Mathematics 
Department; DeWitt Clinton ;High, _ ' 
School, New York City. He is very : 
prominent in-school mathematics. At 
present he is a member of the Board of 
Directors of NCTM and Director of �he 
Mathematics Commission,. CEEB. He 
addressed the .Conference three times 

', ,. . . 
and was very well received. 

Other speak(lrs were: N. M. Purvis, 
Department of Education; R. C. Jacka, 
Department of,Mathematicis,·u. of A.;. 
W. F. Coulson:; Faculty'of Education; 

· S. 'A. Lin4,stedt, Faculty of Education; 
L. W. ·Kune4us, Department of 
Education."M. T. Sillito attended the 
Conference on August 16 and l 7. 

Other features of the conference 
) I 

. 
• 

were: a demonstration lesson in 
· elementary mathematics, two films, 

group discussibns on future·abtiv1ties of 
the Mathematics Council, a computer 
demonstration and a panel to evaluate 
the· conference. 

A c�nstitution based. on the approved 
model was adopted. Officers elected 
were: .. 

President: 

Vice-President: 

John· 
Cherniwcha.n', 
Clover Bar 

Eugene Wasylyk, 
Thorhild 

S.ecretary-'fyeasurer: Ol,ive Jai>e, 
Calgary 

Past-President: T. F. Reiger, 
Picture Butte · 

Fi.ve directors_ are to be appointed. 
These together �th the above of:ficers 
will constitute the Executive 
Committee. The memQership fee was set 
at $5·.oo. ·. · 

· 

The Council plans· to i�sue a 
news'letter. 

Respectfully_ submitted, 
T. F. Reiger 

,,Math" Talks Be�in. 

'(QUNCil MEETS-/olz�1 'Chen1iwcha11 of Clover Bar , 
High School, left, was nominated Wednesday as president 
of,'t{1e Mathematics Council of 11ie Albe,ta Teachers,' 

. Association.'. THe cou11cil (his week is holding its inaugural 
confem1ce at the UniPersity of 11herta. Seen with the 
nomfoee. are special guest speaker D,: f. H. HlaJJaty, head 
of the,ntathematics department, DeWitt Clinton High 

•. School, N_ew WJ.rk; T. F. 'Reige,;_ wh(! was prnvisional 
., president of the organization; and University of Albeita 

vice-president D,: L. H. Cragg, who.addressed the 
gatheri!1g:' Sessions 1v(ll continue until Saturday. 

The inaugl,\ral conference of the 
Mathematical [sic] Council, Al_berta 

. Teache,rs' Associati9n, opened 
. Wednesday in-the University of 

Alberta Mathematics-Physics 
, Building . 

John Cherniwchah of Clover Bar 
High School· wa·s nomin_atecl by the 
council nominating committee to 
repl1ce T. F. Reiger a_s ·president. · 

�fr. Reiger has been head of a 
pr�visiqnal executive. 
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Zeno'5 paradoxe5 

Euclid develop5 
deductive 5y5tem of 

mathematlc5. 

Hindu 
mathematlcian5 
U5e number 5y5tem 
b?5ed on 10, h·ave 
5yi:nbol5 for 1 to 9. 

. . . . . Thirty-four Years and Counting ..... 

Other members nominated to 
stand for the first elected executive 
were Eugene Wasylyk of Thorhild, 
and Miss Olive Jagoe of Crescent 
Heights High School, Calgary. 

The conference received greetings 
from many dignitaries, notably 
John A. McDonald, president of The 
Alberta Teachers' Association. 

Eleven such councils have now 
been formed in the province in the 
major educational instruction areas. 

Dr. L. H. Cragg, vice-president of 
the University, who also lectures 
in chemistry courses, told the 
convention that as a scientist he is 

compelled to realize that mathemat
ics is the key to science. 

Guest speaker at the conference is 
Dr. J. H. Hlavaty, head of the 
mathematics department at DeWitt 
Clinton High School, New York. 

Dr. Hlavaty is presenting papers 
entitled Fifty Years of Curriculum 
Reform in Mathematics, What 
Mathematics Is of Most Worth, and 
Implementing Cur�iculum Proposals. 

The conference continues until 
Saturday. 

Reprinted with permission from the 
Edmonton Journal, August 17, 1961. 

................. , ..............................................................................................
.......................................................................... . 

Counc i I logos 
THE STRIPED, VENN-DIAGRAM 
logo has been a Mathematics 
Cou'ncil identifying symbol since the 
very beginning. About 1961, "new 
math" programs were introduced in 
elementary and junior high schools 
(in Seeing Through Arithmetic and 
Seeing Through Mathematics series 
respectively). Venn diagrams were 
used extensively, particularly in 
junior high school math, so it was 
certainly a design of and for the 
times. 

The three circles represent stu• 
dents, teachers and the mathematics 
curriculum, with the intersection of 
the three representing MCATA. This 
logo is still seen in the masthead of 
the Council's newsletter. 

The Council's MCATA letters logo 
evolved over the years and was first 
seen superimposed on the Venn
diagram logo. This letters-only logo 
later became a stand-alone symbol 
and can be found on such docu
ments as the Council's letterhead 
and membership brochures. 
····························································································· .. ························

··············································· ... ,., ............. .. 

..... The History of the Mathematics Council of the ATA ..... 

MCATA Overview 
W1 JAT FOLLOWS ARE province. The introduction of the 
descriptions of some of the activities metric system prompted another 
MCATA has engaged in over the summer workshop and formation of 

I the "Metric Missionaries" teams. years-not a sc 1olarly history! The 
c Mini-conferences were in1ormation has been gleaned mainly 

from executive meeting minutes promoted, display booths were 
since 1961 and from available organized for use at conventions, 
annual meeting and presidents' and two more NCTM meetings 
reports. When gaps in the informa- were held (in Edmonton 
tion appear, they arc usually because and Calgary). 
the minutes are not very detailed on During the 1980s, mini-
that particular topic. conferences continued to be 

After reading all those minutes, sponsored. A good deal of service 
one has to be impressc<l by the time to members focused on public,a-
and effort put in by MCATA execu- tions and annual conferences. 
tivc members-some members for The publications were becoming 
many years. Any successes MCATA longer and Were appearing more 
has had arc due largely to the regularly. Annual conferences 
dedication of these people. also became longer and attracted 

Over the years, "service to mem- more people; another NCTM 
bcrs" has been a major concern and meeting was held in Edmonton. 
topic of discussion at executive Position statements on current 
meetings. The most consistent and affairs were prepared. 
ongoing services have been the pub- Also during the 1980s, the 
lications an<l annual conferences. executive started to use tele-
Somc discussiQn about publications phone conference calls and to 
(what kind, how many, editors, hold one-day meetings, with the 
topics, reprinting and selling) has exception of an annual two-day 
occurre<l at every executive meeting; "Think Session" or "Thinkers' 
conferences have taken slightly less Conference. " During this meet-
meeting time. . ing, the executive met in small 

In the early years, curriculum committees which held discussions 
changes 'provided both a need and an and made recommendations to the 
opportunity for council activities in whole executive. In 1982-83, 
addition to publications and annual executive committees were 
conferences. Summer workshops at Conventions, Membership, Current 
every level were nearly a yearly event Affair$ and Publications. In 1987, 
in the mid- l 960s. 'Films were circu- the committees were Conferences, 
lated throughout the province, and Membership, Publications, Future 
regional councils were established.. Projects and Position Statements. 
Affiliations with the National In the 1990s, the Thinkers' 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics Conferences have played an impor-
(NCTM) and the Canadian tant role in establishing policy and 
Association of Mathematics Teachers direction for MCATA. The mini-
(C AMT) were formed. The first conferences continue to gain 
NCTM meeting in Alberta was held popularity and cover a wide variety 
in Calgary in 1966. of topics. In 1995, the executive 

In the 1970s, Math Kits replaced committees are Membership, 
the films on circuit around the Publications, Conferences and Issues. 
············· ..................... ········· .... } .. , ................ ·�·· ...... ' .. , ................ � ... ·······. ············ ············' ........... ' ........ ' ............................. . 
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