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The· Alberta Teachers' Association 
Develops :Specialist Councils 
This section original!), appeared as 
Chapter 1 of A History of the Health 
and Physical Education Council ·of 
The Alberta Teachers' Association by 
John Takahashi and Marion .Irwin 
(Edmonton: ATA, 1986 ), pp. 1-2. 

H,sTORICALLY, THE ALBERTA 
Teachers' Association has always had 
among its objectives the advance­
ment and promotion of education 
and the raising of the status of the 
teaching profession in the province. 

The seed from which specialist 
councils developed was sown at a 
1958 meeting of the provincial 
inservice education committee ·of the 
Department of Education. This 
committee, fir.-,t established in 1957, 
was organized to consider what 
co�ld be done to sponsor and 
motivate inservice education activi­
ties and to coordinate the efforts and 
activi�ies of the various groups. 

From the discussions that took 
place, it soon became evident that 
there was much interest in expand­
ing inservice education programs, 
especially in the subject fields. Many 
school boards were thinking of offer­
ing courses for teachers. The 
Department of Extension of the 
University of Alberta had proposed 
noncredit courses for teachers. The 
Facu�ty of Education was looking at 
the organization of summer seminars 
in selected subject areas. 

The Alberta ,Teachers' ,Association 
representatives, as a result of discus­
sions, conceiv:ed tht; idea of specialist 
councils. It was considered desirable 
for the welfare of teachers and the 
teac,:h\ng profession that the major 
inservice education activities for 
teachers be organized, or at least 

coordinated, under one large 
umbrella. This would prevent 
disorganization of the profession. If 
the teaching profession was to grow 
in status and prestige, the profession 
would have to organize and conduct 
its own inservice programs and 
activities and not expect, nor 
tolerate, outsiders doing these things 
for it. 

The Provincial Executive Council 
of The Alberta Teachers' Association, 
therefore, decided that the only 
group which could, and should, take 
on the task of initiating special 
interest groups of educators was the 
professional association. 

Alberta teacher representatives to 
the provincial inservice education 
committee of the Department of 
Education prepared a general plan 
for establishing specialist councils 
which was presented to, an<;! accept­
ed by, the Provincial Executive 
Council of The Alberta Teachers' 
Association. The Council then 
named a committee to bring in 
detailed proposals. The proposals 
presented by the committee were 
studied and approved, with minor 
modifications, by The Alberta 
Teachers' Association curriculum 
committee and the Provincial 
Executive Council. 

The following resolution 
authorizing the establishment of 
specialist councils was passed at the 
1960 annual general meeting of the 
Association: 

Resolution C47-60-Be it 
resolved, that the formation of the 
specialist councils be approved for 
the purpose of improving practices 
in the various specialties. 

..... The History of the Mathematics Council of the ATA ..... 

Following the 1960 annual general 
meeting, Provincial Executive 
Council adopted a model constitu­
tion for specialist councils and 
passed a resolution governing their 
organization and operation. 

The following proposals were 
included in regulations ancVor the 
model con_stitution governing 
specialist councils which provided 
the working relationships between 
specialist councils and the 
Association: 

1. Specialist councils were to be 
semi-autonomous organizations 
for the purpose of improving 
instruction, the curriculum, and 
teacher competence. 

2. Membership was to include all 
interested educators (teachers, 
Department of Education 
personnel, university educators) in 
an effort to coordinate the work 
of different factions. Membership 
was to include teachers from all 
grade levels so as to maintain the 
necessary unity in the profession 
and to maintain the desirable 
coordination of subject matter 
through the grades. 

3. Specialist councils were to be left 
free to organize and conduct 
activities consistent with their 
constitutions and the policies of 
the A5sociation. 

4. Guidance and help as well as 
liaison with the Association were 
to be exercised in the following 
ways: 

• all representations to other 
bodies were to be made �hrough 
the Association; 

• amendments to specialist 
council constitutions \Vere to be 
approved by the Provin�ial 
Executive Council of the 
Association; 

• the Association would provide 
financial assistance; and 

• the Association would provide a 
liaison representative on the 
executive of all specialist 
councils. 

During the summer of 1960, 
applications were received for the 
organization of six councils: School 
Administration, English, 
Mathematics, Modern and Classical 
Language, Science, and Social 
Studies. 

Provincial Executive Council 
approved these applica'tions and 
named provisional executives at its 
September 1960 meeting. In 
October 1960, applications were 
received and accepted for the 
formation of councils in business 
education, home economics, and 
industrial arts. 

During the winter of 1960-61, 
the provisional executives of all nine 
councils were busy planning 
inaugural conferences, the annual 
conference being one of the 
requirements of specialist councils. 
At these inaugural conferences, the 
adoption of a constitution and 
election of officers established the 
formation of the Council and made 
it eligible for assistance from the 
Association. 

Early in 1961, the Alberta· 
Guidance Council and the [Health 
and] Physical Education Council 
applications were received and 
approved. 

In the fall of 1984, there were 20 
specialist councils of The Alberta 
Teachers' Association. Most of the 
councils meet their responsibilities 
through the following major 
activities: 
1. Holding annual meetings and 

conferences 
2. Producing publications (journals, 

newsletters, lesson aids, special 
projects, executive handbooks and 
so on) 

3. Holding regional conferences 
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4 .. Doing field service (institutes, 
conventions) 

5. Putting on workshops an'd 
se'minars 

6. Sp.onsoring short cour�es 
· 7. Organizfog an_d supporting 

regional ·councils 
8

_. 
Doing research 

�- Making recomm'e11dations ·on 
policy, curriculum content and 
materlals, facilities, staffing, 
professional qualific;:_ttions and 
working conditions 

· ·· 10. Reporting on n�w pro
.
grams and 

The institution by The Alberta 
Teachers' Association of specialist 
cou_ncils has had considerable impact 
on education in Alberta. The publi-
c_ations, inservice· opportunities and 
conferences of specialist councils 
h.av"e been of qn unusually high stan­
dard. The opportunities provided by 
councils for profes�ional iri.teraction 
and professional gro}Vth, have been a 
p9�itive o�tgrowth of the concept. 
The success of_ special is� councils 
r�sted specifically on the shoulders 
of Alber�a educators 'Vho have 
c_omme�dably met the challenge: 

continuing education oppoituni- [As of spr.ing 1995, .there were 23 
ties offere9 by outside sources . specialist councils.] . 

........................... !···········:···················••f••••!·•···············\········································································································ 

MCATA's: form· · ton· an· 
· ; · ·. · · I Coh erence 

J 

THE FIRST MEETING. OF
0 

THE·. 
provisional executive of MCATA . 
was held on October 29, I 960. 
Present ai the meeting were 
'f. F. Reiger (thair);· L. D. Nelson, 
S. E. L. P01lock,. Max;Wyman, 1:felen 
Morrison ·and L. J. Scott (secretary). 

· The meeting was devoted to discus-
. sion of th� proposed constitution for 
the new council and initial plans for 
the inaugural conference. This group 
-met qgain in March and_ May 196 l 
'to finalize· the c·onstitution ·arn;l the . 
coi1fe.rence details. 

The following are, the· Report to 
Executive CountiL qn the Ina4gural 
Conference, submitted by 
T. F. Reiger and an· article fronJ the 
Edmonton Journal (August 17; 1961). 

..... lhe History of the Mathematics Council �f the Alh ..... 

Report to .f xecutive. Counci I 

The Conference was held August 16, 
17, 18, 19 in the Mathematics-Physics 
Building of the· U. of A. Sixty teachers 
registered for the Conference. 
Seventeen of these had accommodations 
in-the Un1versity residence, 

The main 'speaker was Dr. Jtilius H_. 
Hlavaty, Head of the Mathematics 
Department; DeWitt Clinton ;High, _ ' 
School, New York City. He is very : 
prominent in-school mathematics. At 
present he is a member of the Board of 
Directors of NCTM and Director of �he 
Mathematics Commission,. CEEB. He 
addressed the .Conference three times 

', ,. . . 
and was very well received. 

Other speak(lrs were: N. M. Purvis, 
Department of Education; R. C. Jacka, 
Department of,Mathematicis,·u. of A.;. 
W. F. Coulson:; Faculty'of Education; 

· S. 'A. Lin4,stedt, Faculty of Education; 
L. W. ·Kune4us, Department of 
Education."M. T. Sillito attended the 
Conference on August 16 and l 7. 

Other features of the conference 
) I 

. 
• 

were: a demonstration lesson in 
· elementary mathematics, two films, 

group discussibns on future·abtiv1ties of 
the Mathematics Council, a computer 
demonstration and a panel to evaluate 
the· conference. 

A c�nstitution based. on the approved 
model was adopted. Officers elected 
were: .. 

President: 

Vice-President: 

John· 
Cherniwcha.n', 
Clover Bar 

Eugene Wasylyk, 
Thorhild 

S.ecretary-'fyeasurer: Ol,ive Jai>e, 
Calgary 

Past-President: T. F. Reiger, 
Picture Butte · 

Fi.ve directors_ are to be appointed. 
These together �th the above of:ficers 
will constitute the Executive 
Committee. The memQership fee was set 
at $5·.oo. ·. · 

· 

The Council plans· to i�sue a 
news'letter. 

Respectfully_ submitted, 
T. F. Reiger 

,,Math" Talks Be�in. 

'(QUNCil MEETS-/olz�1 'Chen1iwcha11 of Clover Bar , 
High School, left, was nominated Wednesday as president 
of,'t{1e Mathematics Council of 11ie Albe,ta Teachers,' 

. Association.'. THe cou11cil (his week is holding its inaugural 
confem1ce at the UniPersity of 11herta. Seen with the 
nomfoee. are special guest speaker D,: f. H. HlaJJaty, head 
of the,ntathematics department, DeWitt Clinton High 

•. School, N_ew WJ.rk; T. F. 'Reige,;_ wh(! was prnvisional 
., president of the organization; and University of Albeita 

vice-president D,: L. H. Cragg, who.addressed the 
gatheri!1g:' Sessions 1v(ll continue until Saturday. 

The inaugl,\ral conference of the 
Mathematical [sic] Council, Al_berta 

. Teache,rs' Associati9n, opened 
. Wednesday in-the University of 

Alberta Mathematics-Physics 
, Building . 

John Cherniwchah of Clover Bar 
High School· wa·s nomin_atecl by the 
council nominating committee to 
repl1ce T. F. Reiger a_s ·president. · 

�fr. Reiger has been head of a 
pr�visiqnal executive. 
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