1960s INTRODUCTION

THE '60s—EVENTFUL
AND NV.:MORABLE

Werner Liedtke

It's been said, “If you can remember the '60s, you weren't there.” That is
unlikely to apply to anyone involved in education or mathematics education
during that decade. The ideas that were introduced and the changes that
took place have been the source of many distant but unforgettahle memories.

In the early 1960s, it was possible to begin a teaching career with a pro-
[essional certificate [rom the University of Alberta, which was awarded after
two years ol study and the successful completion of practica at the elemen-
tary, junior high, and secondary levels. After attaining a professional certifi-
cate, I completed a bachelor of education degree in 1964, through evening
and summer school classes. Here, I share memories from my experiences as
an elementary teacher (1961-1967) and a graduate student (1967-1970).
The latter included roles as faculty consultant, teaching assistant, and re-
search assistant.

Any discussion of the 1960s should mention 1967, Canada’s 100th birth-
day. A Centennial Train visited towns and cities. Students were given special
flags, which they waved as they sang “Ca-na-da. .. now we are 20 million,”
the lyrics to Bobby Gimby's centennial song.
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