Introduction

Down Memory Lane

Gladys Sterenberg

The project of working on this special edition, which celebrates 50 years of delta-K, has been fascinating
and enjoyable. For this issue, I have assembled a collection of articles that have appeared in delta-K throughout
its history. This issue coincides with the publication of a celebratory book, so many articles included here
overlap with those I considered for the book. I used the following criteria in choosing the articles. First, I col-
lected and examined the tables of contents of all issues and looked for repeated themes. I noted curricular
changes and related teaching and research ideas. Second, Ilooked for articles that represented a range of grades.
Third, 1 focused primarily on authors from Alberta.

As a brief introduction to these articles, it is important to note the themes that were evident to me. Much of
the 1960s focused on modern math. Problem solving was introduced and geometry found a renewed place in
the curriculum. Research, especially linked to the University of Alberta, formed much of the content. Technol-
ogy use focused on the overhead projector, and computer programming was introduced. In the 1970s, we saw
a great deal of experimentation in both curriculum and pedagogical approaches. Lab approaches, math options,
models for teaching with manipulatives and the use of calculators emerged alongside the introduction of the
metric system. A focus on problem solving defined the 1980s. Math applications, student projects and geo-
metrical investigations through Logo programming were prominent. An attention to gender issues and a shift
to constructivist learning theories took place. And ... this is the decade that brought us achievement testing!
Articles published in delta-K in the 1990s had a huge scope and variety. Topics included the use of manipula-
tives, math anxiety, communication, estimation, the use of calculators, gifted education, fractals, assessment,
professional development, conics, data management, multiple intelligences and multiculturalism. In this decade,
we became preoccupied with math processes, the Western Canadian Protocol and the National Council of
Teachers of Mathematics Curriculum Standards. This variety of topics continued into the 2000s as we became
interested in graphing calculators, listening to children’s reasoning and formative assessment.

Throughout my study of the articles published in the past 50 years, I have been impressed with the dedica-
tion of teachers, math educators and mathematicians involved in the Math Council of the Alberta Teachers’
Association. Articles written for delta-K have reflected the viewpoints of many people interested in mathematics
education in Alberta.

As we mark this milestone, I wish to convey my deep gratitude to previous editors of delta-K who made
strong contributions to our history. In his editorial “Thirty-Four Years and Counting,” the late Art Jorgensen
(1995) wrote

As we look forward to the next 30 years, what will MCATA's future be? Will it grow and prosper and con-
tinue to be a voice to be heard, or will it wither and die? It is really up to the members. Today’s executive
members, like those of the past years, will do their best. Then they will move on and pass the torch to you.
Personally, I have a great deal of confidence in our members, and believe that MCATA has a bright future.
Let’s make it so. (p 4)
I believe he would be proud of the vibrancy of our community.
The last word in this issue of delta-K is given to Werner Liedtke, a teacher and math educator who has sup-
ported delta-K since its early days. Both Art and Werner have been inspirations to me as I continue the editorial
work of this journal. I hope you enjoy this journey down memory lane.
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