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Specialist councils' 

role in promoting 

diversity, equity and 
human rights 
Alberta's rapidly changing demographics are creating 
an exciting cultural diversity that is reflected in the 
province's urban and rural classrooms. The new 
landscape of the school provides an ideal context in 
which to teach students that strength lies in diversity. 
The challenge that teachers face is to capitalize on the 
energy of today's intercultural classroom mix to lay the 
groundwork for all students to succeed. To support 
teachers in their critical roles as leaders in inclusive 
education, in 2000 the Alberta Teachers' Association 
established the Diversity, Equity and Human Rights 
Committee (DEHRC). 
DEHRC aims to assist educators in their legal, professional 
and ethical responsibilities to protect all students and to 
maintain safe, caring and inclusive learning environments. 
Topics of focus for DEHRC include interculturol education, 
inclusive learning communities, gender equity, UNESCO 
Associated Schools Project Network, sexual orientation 
and gender variance. 
Here ore some activities the DEHR committee undertakes: 

We are there for you! 

Specialist councils are uniquely situated to learn about 
diversity issues directly from teachers in the field who• Studying, advising and making recommendations on see how diversity issues play out in subject areas. 

policies that reRect respect for diversity, equity and Specialist council members ore encouraged to shore 
human rights the challenges they may be facing in terms of diversity 
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MCATA Executive 2015/16 

President 

John Scarnmell 
jscarn@shaw.ca 

Past President 
Marj Farris 
rnarj f@incentre.net 

Vice-Presidents 

Taney Whitehouse 
trla;,:ar@icloud.com 

Rod Lowry 
rod.lowryl@gmail.com 

Secretary 
Donna Chanasyk 
donnajc@telus.net 

Treasurer 
TBC 

Conference Codirectors 2016 

Alicia Burdess 
stone_alicia@hotrnai I .corn 

Daryl Chichak 
rnathguy@shaw.ca 

Membership Director 

Daryl Chichak 
mathguy@shaw.ca 

CASL Representative 
John Scamrnell 
jscam@shaw.ca 

Professional Development Director 

Rod Lowry 
rod.lowry I@gmail.com 

Awards and Grants Director 
Carmen Wasylynuik 
carrnenbt@ tel us. net 

Special Projects Director 

David :vtartin 
teac her.da l'id mart i n@grnai I .corn 

Newsletter Editor 

Karen Bouwman 
rkhou wman@grnail.com 

Journal Editor 

Lorelei Boschrnan 
lboschrnan@rnhc.ab.ca 

Publicity Director 

John Scamrnell 
jscam@'shaw.ca 

Web master 

Robert Wong 
wong@epsb.ca 

Director at Large 

Sandi Berg 
bsdcrnons trators@g rnai I. corn 

MCATA Mission Statement 

Dr Arthur Jorgensen Chair 

Matthew :vlcDonald 
rneyoshimcdona@gmaii.com 

Alberta Education Representative 
Diane Stobbe 
diane.stobbe@gov.ab.ca 

Postsecondary Mathematics 
Representative 

Indy Lagu 
ilagu@mtroyal.ca 

Faculty of Education 

Representative 

Olive Chapman 
chapman@ucalgary.ca 

ATA Staff Advisor 

Lisa Everitt 
lisa everitt@ata.ah.ca 

PEC Liaison 

Carol Henderson 
carol.hcnderson@teachers.ab.ca 

NCTM Representative 
Taney Whitehouse 
1rlazar@icloud.com 

NCTM Affiliate Services Committee 

Representative 

Marj Farris 
rnari t"@incentre.net 

Providing leadership to encourage the continuing enhancement 
of teaching, learning and understanding mathematics. 
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