Assessment and Instruction Blueprint Planning for Teachers 

Why a blueprint for assessment?

1. To ensure match among outcomes and assessment.

2. To focus and guide instruction, learning and assessment.

3. To involve students actively in their own learning.

4. To provide strong evidence for the grade assigned.

5. To allow for a varied approach to assessment that combines a number of assessments. 

6. Allows teachers to determine not calculate grades.

7. To develop a shorthand representation of the KLOs for the grade book

Steps to take to design an assessment blueprint (see examples):

1. From your Program of Studies  (Including the program philosophy from the front matter)  identify essential or key learning outcomes, which may include understandings, questions, benchmarks, objectives, skills, and standards.  This evidence is what students must demonstrate by the end of their learning. These outcomes are shared with students and their parents.

2. Cluster into manageable units and identify a short name for each cluster. In elementary the KLOs create a blueprint for assessment and instruction.

3. Prioritize key learning outcomes.

4. Using the blueprint create summative assessments. Ideally begin with final assessment(s). The blueprint for each summative assessment appears on the front of each assessment or in a scoring rubric. In secondary, the names of these clusters of key learning outcomes appear as headings in the mark book replacing “test”, “examination”, “projects” and so on…. In elementary each KLO is reported on at least once in the year, but KLOs can be assessed in blueprinted outcome clusters.

5. Create smaller formative assessments that provide practice for target key outcomes.

6. Share blueprint and learning outcomes with students: “this is the evidence of your learning that you must be able to demonstrate to me by the end of instruction.”

7. Target instruction and assessment to outcomes required to achieve the key outcomes.

8. Set up grade books using short name given to each key learning cluster (see example).

9. Use the blueprint to direct the design and revision of all examinations, performance tasks, project based learning.

10. Proceed slowly, collaborate, and revise. 

Example of a Basic Blueprint:

Assessment Evidence at a Glance: Grade Eight Mathematics Assessment Blue Print
A blue print guides and informs assessment, evaluation and learning especially if used as the organizing structure for the grade book.

	Units of study:
	Blueprint for Final Assessment (s) # of questions
	Approximate Proportion of evidence required for each strand
	Evidence collected from a balance of the following assessments
	Blue print for the final assessment is the blueprint for the course

	Number Sense
	8
	20%
	Selected response 

multiple choice questions 

written response

problem solving tasks

performance assessment

project based learning
	Blue print becomes the categories in the grade book 

Blueprint becomes the tool for identifying which outcomes can be assessed by open-ended performance task or project

	Patterns 
	3
	7%
	
	

	Variables and Equations
	10
	25%
	
	

	Shape and space: measurement
	6
	15%
	
	

	Shape and space: 3-D objects and 2-D shapes
	3
	7%
	
	

	Shape and space: transformations
	3
	7%
	
	

	Statistics and probability: data analysis
	4
	9%
	
	

	Statistics and probability: chance and uncertainty
	4
	10%
	
	

	Total # of questions
	41
	100%
	
	


“The use of columns in a grade book to represent standards, instead of assignments, tests, and activities, is a major shift in thinking…Under this system, when an assessment is designed, the teacher must think in terms of the standards it is intended to address.” Marzano, R., and J. Kendall, A Comprehensive Guide to Developing Standards-Based Districts, Schools, and Classrooms, McREL. Aurora, Co,1996, 150

• A test is a measuring tool used in an assessment approach. 

• Assessment is a process of gathering evidence of what a student can do, and provides feedback on a student's learning to encourage further development. 

• Evaluation is the process of interpreting the evidence and making a judgment of a performance to make informed decisions, such as assigning a grade or promoting a student to a higher performance level. 

Briefly, “Tests are used in the process of assessing students' knowledge to make judgments, or evaluations”. (Badger, 1992, p. 7). 

If KLOs have been identified they can be listed under unit of study and then a plan can be built around which outcomes to combine. It is even possible to combine with KLOs from another assessment. As much as possible plan for open-ended, problem solving performance assessment that assesses a number of KLOs in one assessment.

	Grade 5 Math

Learning Target

(KLO)
	Assessment Tasks

Formative
	Assessed with  KLOs from other subjects
	Assessment performance task, project or  other method

	understands whole numbers to 

1 000 000

	
	
	

	applies mental math strategies
	
	
	

	demonstrates an understanding of multiplication and division strategies to solve problems
	
	
	

	demonstrates an understanding of fractions and decimals


	
	
	

	applies pattern rules to solve problems
	
	
	

	demonstrates an understanding of equations to solve problems
	
	
	

	demonstrates an understanding of perimeter and area of rectangles to solve problems
	
	
	

	understands units of measurement for length and  relationships among them
	
	
	

	demonstrates an understanding of volume and capacity to solve problems
	
	
	

	identifies and describes the attributes of 3-D objects and 2-D shapes
	
	
	

	demonstrates an understanding of  transformation of objects and shapes
	
	
	

	collects, displays, and interprets data to solve problems
	
	
	

	describes and compares possible outcomes using probability experiments
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